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6. Cassia obovata (L.) Collad. Hist Cass. (1816) 92, t.
ISA.—C. obtusa Roxb. Hort. Beng. (1814) 31; Wight Ic. t 757.—
C. burmanni Wight in Madras Journ. VI, t. 5.—plate 354A,
A diffuse perennial herb 30-90 cm. high; stems glabrous, pale
green, obtusely angular, striate, somewhat woody below; branches
spreading, glabrous except the very young parts.    Leaves 5-10 cm.
long; rhachis glabrous, striate, without glands between the leaflets;
petioles 1.3-2 cm. long; stipules 6 mm, long, obliquely lanceolate,
very  acute.    Leaflets  3-6   (rarely  7)   pairs,   2-2.5  by   1-1.3   cm.,
broadly oblong or obovate-oblong, obtuse,  mucronate,, pale  green
and glabrous above, glaucous and glabrous or puberulous beneath,
base obtuse.    Flowers in axillary peduncled racemes which elongate
in fiuit and are ultimately longer than the leaves;  pedicels very
short.    Calyx 1  cm.  long, divided to  the base;  segments  oblong,
obtuse, membranous, veined.    Petals 1.3 cm. long, obovate-oblong,
shortly clawed, yellow, reticulate with darker veins.    Perfect stamens
7, very unequal, the 2 or 3 lowest much the largest, the staminodes
minute; filaments short.    Ovary densely pubescent.    Pods 2.5-4.5
by 1.3-2 cm., flat, thin, papery, glabrous, rounded at both ends, much
recurved, transversely veined and with a line of prominent longi-
tudinal crests down the middle of the pod over the seeds.    The
sutures very thin, and the persistent base of the style near the apex
of the shorter side of the pod.    Seeds 6-12, wedge-shaped, 6 by 8
mm., truncate or retuse at the apex, finely reticulate-rugose, and with
a   transverse   ridge   across the middle of each face, dark brown,
shining.
Distribution*   S. M. Country, Deccan, Gujarat, Smd, Baluchistan, Punjab—Arabia,
Egypt, Abyssinia, Nubia,
One of the principal sources of medicinal senna leaves.
In Guinea, an infusion of the pods or young leaves is given as a
purgative.
The Zulus use a milk infusion of the root in influenza and, if
the phlegm is obstructive, the powdered root mixed with fat.
Maurin (Bull. ScL PharmacoL; 1922, 1927) has isolated
oxymethylanthraquinone from the leaflets and die pods.

